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LAWER SENTENCED TO 5 YEARS IN U S PR SON FCR GONSPI RACY
1O GCOW T WTNESS TAMPER NG AND GBSTRUCTI ON G- JUSTI CE

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced the sentencing of DONALD
ROTH, a Dutchess county attorney, on a charge of conspiracy to
commt w tness tanpering and obstruction of justice. United
States District Judge STEPHEN C. ROBI NSON i nposed the sentence of
5 years’ inprisonnment -- the maxi mumterm of inprisonnment
permtted under the statute -- late Friday in Wite Plains
federal court. ROIH and his co-defendant, private investigator
DAVID ST. JOHN, were found guilty after a nine-week jury trial
that ended in February 2004.

ROTH, 36, and ST. JOHN, 52, were convicted of
conspiring to tanper with a federal witness and to obstruct
justice in the federal narcotics cases of fornmer ROTH and ST.
JOHN clients Tinothy “Big Tinf Cherry and Raynond “Ray Love”
Bryant. The prosecution arose out of a long-terminvestigation
of violent and drug crine conducted jointly by the Bureau of

Al cohol, Tobacco, Firearns and Expl osives (“ATF’) and the Cty of
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Newbur gh Police Departnment. The operation has resulted in the
conviction of approximtely 20 defendants on federal firearm and
narcotics charges, and additional convictions in state court in
Orange County. Two of those charged as part of the probe were
Newbur gh residents Cherry and Bryant, both of whom were charged
with federal crack cocaine offenses.

The proof at trial showed that ROTH represented both
Cherry and Bryant, and used ST. JOHN as his investigator on their
cases. The evidence against Cherry and Bryant had been gat hered,
in part, through the use of a confidential informant (“Cl ")
working with the ATF. The proof at trial showed that ROTH, ST.
JOHN and others agreed to attenpt to get the Cl to sign
affidavits stating falsely that C had not conducted narcotics
transactions with Cherry and Bryant.

The proof at trial also denonstrated that ST. JOHN
while working for ROTH in connection with the representation of a
mur der defendant in Orange County, New York, obtained false
affidavits that were used to convince the Orange County District
Attorney’s Ofice to accept a plea bargain that reduced that
defendant’ s prison sentence froma possible 25 years to life to
just 5 years.

In inposing the termof 5 years’ inprisonnent, Judge
ROBI NSON enphasi zed: 1) the danagi ng i npact on the crim nal
justice systemfromthe defendant’s crime; and 2) ROTH s perjury
at trial. Judge ROBINSON found that ROTH intentionally |ied

about nunerous significant nmatters in his testinony. In addition
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to the 5 years’ inprisonnment, Judge ROBI NSON i nposed a fine of
$10, 000, and a term of supervised rel ease of 3 years.

ROTH is free on bail pending appeal. ST. JOHN s
schedul ed to be sentenced on April 19, 2005.

M. KELLEY praised the outstanding investigative
efforts of the ATF and the Cty of Newburgh Police Departnent.

Assistant United States Attorney CATHY SEIBEL is in
charge of the prosecution.

05-81 it



